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President’s Message

Hello out there in radio land.

Club Opportunities!: As mentioned last
time, our current Treasurer, Tom Zenisek, is
resigning. We certainly appreciate his years
of service as Treasurer, Annual Auction
Chair and club meeting host. Key Treasurer
duties are collecting dues, maintaining the
membership Excel database, and the club
Treasurer’s report. Auction Chair and
meeting host is not required but was
appreciated. Tom took these duties on freely
and | hope in that spirit we get another
willing volunteer to keep the club vital. |
would also add thanks to our Secretary and
Newsletter producer Dwight Baker. We
should rotate these positions thru the
membership, not only to avoid burnout, but
to allow new ideas and new energy. | would
add the Presidents position as open to “new
blood” and is, perhaps, the least demanding.
So unleash your own potential and
volunteer! We can recycle/swap some
positions, but new volunteers will keep the
club vital. Contact me or any officer to
discuss service.

Fall Meeting: | think a Fall club meeting
would be helpful and necessary to examine
the prospect of continuing the annual May
auction and, of course, time for the usual
bull session and repair pointers. A central
location like Cedar Rapids has worked great

but any similar location would be fine. I’d
offer my place, but Dubuque is a long haul
for many. The Heartland club uses a library
meeting room. We generally meet on a
Saturday mid day and would probably do
that again. November 19th or December 3™
looks good for my schedule. I’'m looking for
some good input. Contact me if you are
Interested in attending, any location
suggestions and which date would work best
for you. I will keep those interested updated
by email.

Phish scam: Got this email recently:
Subject: A Zenith model 811 deco tombstone
from 1935 model year for donation

Dear Sir,

| want to find out if you will be willing to
accept a A Zenith model 811 deco tombstone
from 1935 model year??? the radio is still in
good working condition, | have pictures, if
you are interested i can send them, for you
to take a look of it.

waiting

Alpha

This has already been debunked. I think my
email address was pulled off of ARC club
links, which had just been updated. Phishing
has reached the antique radio hobby!
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Radio Repair DVD Set: A membership
benefit courtesy of Curt Lutz of Oklahoma
and the Heartland Radio Club (HLARA).
Curt has made his 8 DVD set on vacuum
tube radio repair available for copying
without restriction (freeware). There is a
wealth of information, probably over 20 hrs
of instruction. The set appears to require a
DVD player in your computer and Windows
Media Player or equivalent. They don’t play
on the DVD player attached to your TV. |
am attempting to compile a “Table of
Contents” and document folder for the
handouts. | think I have a volunteer to
takeover handling copy requests, but until
then, | can make a few more sets, $15 plus
$2 shipping will help cover costs and
provide Curt with a small honorarium.

Don’t forget, we need new blood for
Treasurer or any club office or function. We
are nothing without our volunteers! As
always, keep me posted with your thoughts
and ideas for the club.

DougSpyrison

IARCHS President
dougspyrison@mchsi.com
Home 563-588-2713

1295 Grove Terrace
Dubuque, 1A 52001

From The Editor

This fall newsletter is a few weeks late and |
do apologize for that. A heavy workload and
a few other commitments have cut into the
time to devote to the newsletter. | also didn’t
have much in the way of contributions until
last month. Thanks to Bob Elbert and Curtis
Lutz for their contributions. We need
articles to keep this newsletter interesting
and timely! If you can write, or take a
picture, or have an ad to contribute — we
need you. Nearly everyone has something
they can contribute — whether it’s stories,
helpful tips, service and restoration ideas,
what your favorite radio is and why, how
you got involved in collecting, history,
anything related to radio — send it in. It
doesn’t have to be professional. Please
contribute items for your newsletter! |
invite you to share whatever you have.
Email your contribution to me at
vtaudio@hotmail.com or mail it to me at
2626 NW 17" Street, Ankeny, 1A 50023.

Dwight Baker
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Yet another Old Diamond in the

Rough Saga
as exaggerated by Bob Elbert

It was a dark and stormy night and | was in
the Windy City. ....No... no it wasn't.
Actually it was mid-day and my wife,
daughter, and granddaughters were down for
naps. The perfect time for me to escape to
the Gurnee Mills Antique Mall in Gurnee,
IL, one of my favorite haunts while visiting
my daughter's family.

| usually see 5 or 6 old radios while
cruising their mall aisles scanning the booths
for rectangular box shaped items. | was
getting dizzy whipping my head around
trying to scan the contents of each vendor
spot wasting no time, missing few strides. |
was nearly through the store and hadn't yet
been tempted by any of the overpriced
offerings | had seen so far when | caught a
turquoise blob in my peripheral vision.
Could it be? Could that this brush-painted
turquoise set really be one of those old
Zenith 5R312's and not some kind of
reproduction with a tape player on the side?

Upon closer examination it certainly was.
The price tag had $90 on it. I would have to
ask for a discount I thought. But first | was
not sure about this relic. The paint was very
thick. The dial cover was hopeless and the
back was missing and the knobs were not in
good shape. 1 just couldn't tell if there might
be major cracks or blemishes under all that
thick turquoise paint. | would really have
been tempted to remove the chassis if | had
a screw driver in my pocket but that would
have been a bad confrontation when they
saw me on their closed circuit cameras. |
could almost hear it... “Code 3 in aisle 5!

So after mulling over my find for several
minutes rolling it around in my hands,
taking off my glasses and inspecting every
part of the radio | set it back down and
continued through the store bookmarking
that dealers location in my mind while |
finished my tour. Finding nothing else to
compare | headed back to the Turquoise
Zenith. At least it was easy to spot again. |
picked it up and took it to the front counter
and asked if they could contact the dealer
with an offer. To my amazement they called
the vendor and he was agreeable to my $65
offer. | was anxious to get it home and take
it apart.

| took a few pictures first as standard
procedure for my restorations. | removed the
chassis and began really looking at the
hidden areas and could not find any cracks
or problems. | began applying
CitriStrip paint remover and after about 20
minutes as it melted down the turquoise
paint | began to see an ivory color
underneath the turquoise. | thought maybe it
might be a factory ivory coat of paint but it
was yet another layer of owner-applied paint
on the old set. After about 3 or 4



applications of the paint stripper | began to
see a nice bare bakelite finish underneath.

After meticulously removing 95 % of the
paint using a plastic putty knife, nylon
brush and rags | took it to the garden hose
and worked the last of the paint out of the
nooks and crannies.

TIREREE

| let it
noticed a rough 3 inch area along the curved
backside on the top that looked like maybe
someone had hit it with sander or something
but then had second thoughts. It was very
noticeable and ruined the cosmetics of the
set. But sitting down with it for a couple of
sessions with some Novus Scratch Remover
#3 | was able to buff out the scuffed look
and bring a shine to it. So now | knew the
outer case was in really nice condition.

There was just enough of that speaker frame
(for lack of the proper term) to be able to
make a template for making another one out
of some 3/16 in wood stock | got from
Hobby Lobby. | used a Dremel tool
attachment to cut the speaker hole.
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| then turned my attention to the
underside of the chassis. Keep in mind that |
am not much of an electronics technician.
I’m more of a remover and replacer and
sometimes | have problems with the replacer
part. If that doesn't bring a project back to
life then I have to ask for help. I replaced all
the capacitors and the two filter caps. Then
| tested all of the resistors and replaced 3 or
4 that were out of tolerance. Checking all of
the tubes revealed they were all still good. |
buffed the grid caps with a small wire brush
and used a small round file to clean the tube
sockets. | then sprayed some electronic



contact cleaner into sockets and blew them
out with an air gun and reinstalled the tubes.
| replaced the antenna wire with some
vintage looking brown cloth-covered wire.
After getting this far in a restoration I get
excited about what the new caps and
resistors have done to revive a set. Now for
the big test. | replaced the power cord with
an extension cord purchased from the Dollar
Store. | plugged it into my isolated power
supply, turned it on and slowly brought it up
to 110 volts listening and looking for
anything unusual like smoke and watching
the tubes to see if they are glowing. After
getting it up to full power and leaving it
turned on for a while | start turning the dial
searching for some reception. There is not
much noise from the set and | am getting
disappointed. | start messing with the
volume control, touching and pushing on the
tubes, tapping things here and there, (all
advanced trouble shooting techniques) but
there is no reception. Dejected | turned the
set off and got on with my life's other duties
muttering to myself and thinking this will
have to be a two-part restoration story.

I have another whole month before the next
exciting Newsletter to figure this one out. |
will need every minute.

END PART ONE....

Here’s an interesting link for those of you
with an internet connection:

http://www.childhoodradios.com/Videos.html

This is a fascinating video on the
manufacture process for a Regency TR-1
transistor radio. Thanks to Bob Elbert for
providing the link.

Firestone S-7426-2 Restoration

Dwight Baker

I just might win a prize for the slowest
restoration of a radio. At least | did make
some progress this summer and fall with the
cabinet work. | got the veneer for the top,
front, and sides glued on. Yeah! The veneer
on the front piece however was a different
grain pattern than the top and upper front. It
was a walnut burl. Of course, | didn’t have
any walnut burl in my supply of scrap
veneer. A quick check of the local home
centers revealed a very poor selection, so |
went to the Woodsmith Store on Hickman
road in Des Moines. | was helped by a very
knowledgeable salesperson that really
seemed to know his veneers. They had a
large selection of paper-backed and
adhesive-backed veneers in large quantities
for very large sums of money. | explained
what | was working on and the size of
veneer that | needed and he showed me the
selection of loose pieces they had which
were much smaller in quantity, and a much
lower cost. In fact, they had a great
assortment of what I thought was very
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reasonably priced veneer, | found several
possible grain patterns, but settled on one
that had a good amount of light and dark
contrasts, with an interesting burl pattern.
We got into a discussion of the various
methods of attaching veneer, and he offered
advice on a unique method that they seemed
to think worked quite well. It was one that |
was not aware of. The procedure is to evenly
coat both pieces of wood with Titebond 11
glue and let it dry completely. Then you put
the veneer where you want it and iron it on
with a very hot iron. He said that it worked
great. There were several advantages. 1). It’s
easier to control and attach since you have
time to actually place the veneer where you
want it. 2). If you make a mistake, you can
reheat and remove it. 3). It seems to work
better than other methods for brittle veneer.
In the past I’ve tried the standard glue
method, the pressure sensitive adhesive,
contact cement, and spray adhesive. While
they all work, they all have their
disadvantages. Since | hadn’t heard of, or
tried this method before, | mentioned it to a
couple of woodworking buddies to see if
they had heard of this method. They had not,
but all thought it sounded interesting. |
decided to give it a try. Normally, | would
test a new process on a scrap of wood, but |
decided to just go ahead and try it out on the
front veneer. What’s the worst thing that
could happen? I selected a location on the
veneer where the burl pattern would most
closely match the original veneer and | cut
the pieces of veneer slightly larger than the
backing panel (the face frame). The veneer
was matched so the seam is down the
middle. This will give a symmetrical burl
pattern on the front. Their recommended
method of applying the glue was with a
small roller. | didn’t have one handy so |

decided to use a paint brush. I squeezed a
large ribbon of glue on the veneer and
proceeded to evenly brush it over the entire
piece. After a minute or two, the veneer
began to curl up. I grabbed an old
transformer for weight and placed it on the
far edge to flatten it out a bit. | ended up
getting several old transformers as | needed
one on each end of each veneer piece. The
face backing went much better as it did not
curl. I let the glue dry overnight and after
examining it, | decided that | needed a
second coat. | don’t know if it did or not, it
seemed like it had soaked quite a bit into the
wood and was pretty thin. | applied a second
coat and let it dry overnight.

Here you can see the booked veneer pieces
and the scrap piece of floor underlayment
plywood with the Titebond Il glue applied
to both pieces and fully dried. I got out my
shop iron (which I inherited from my wife
after the sprayer quit) and put the setting on
high (5 out of 6). While it was heating up, |
put a couple of pencil marks on the face for
a reference for the veneer and laid one piece
of veneer over the backing. | then placed the
iron directly on the veneer and allowed it to
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heat up enough to bond. It didn’t take very A few RCA sets from 1935
long — less than 10 seconds. I ironed the
entire piece and then placed the second sheet
of veneer on the backing and did the same
with that. The result was fantastic! The
veneer is tightly glued and is completely
flat! | think it looks great! If you are doing
veneer work — try this method out. I really
like it.

MODEL M-109

MODEL R-93



SOURCES, PARTS, SUPPLIES, TOOLS, ETC.

Curtis Lutz
Antique Electronic Supply Specializing in Antique Radio Parts,
6221 Maple Avenue books, Tubes, etc.
Tempe, AZ 85283 www.tubesandmore.com
480-820-5411 Fax: 800-706-6789
Radio Daze Specializing in Antique Radio Parts, books, etc.
7620 Omnitech Place (NO Tubes)
Victor, NY 14564 www.radiodaze.com
585-742-2020 877-653-8823
Fax: 800-456-6494
Bob’s Antique Radios & Electronics Capacitors, capacitor Kits, dial cords,
111 East 29" Street panel lamps, etc.
LaGrange Park, IL 60526 www.radioantiques.com
708-352-0648 Fax: 708-352-0647
Victory Glass Co. Parts, manuals, mostly for juke boxes.
3260 Ute Avenue
Waukee, |A 50263-8080 www.victoryglass.com
515-987-5765 Fax: 888-842-5853
All Electronics Corp. PARTS, capacitors, resistors,
14928 Oxnard Street hundreds of surplus items.
Van Nuys, CA 91411 www.allelectronics.com
818-997-1806 800-826-5432
Fax: 818-781-2653
Hosfelt Electronics, Inc. PARTS, NOS and surplus, hundreds of items.
2700 Sunset Bivd
Steubenville, OH 43952 www.hosfelt.com
888-264-6464 800-524-6464
Fax: 800-524-5414
Marlin P. Jones & Associates, Inc. PARTS, NOS and surplus, hundreds of items.
P. O. Box 530400
Lake Park, FL 33403-8906 WWW.mpja.com

800-652-6733 Fax: 800-432-9937
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MCM Electronics
650 Congress Park Drive
Centerville, OH 45459

Orders: 800-543-4330 Fax: 800-765-6960

Mouser Electronics

1000 N. Main Street

Mansfield, TX 76063
817-804-3888 800-346-6873
Fax: 817-804-3899

Fair Radio Sales

2395 St. Johns Road
Lima, OH 45804
419-223-2196/227-6573

MECI Electronics

340 E. First Street

Dayton, OH 45042

800-344-4465 Fax: 800-344-6324

John Okolowicz
624 Cedar Hill Road
Ambler, PA 19002

RF Parts Co.

435 Pacific Street

San Marcos, CA 92069
760-744-1943, 800-737-2787

Fax: 760-744-1943, 888-744-1943

Seal Company Enterprises, Inc.
1558 N. 107" E. Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74116
918-836-5169

Apache Glass
2703 E. Apache
Tulsa, OK 74101
918-425-5902

PARTS. Tools, test equipment, hundreds of items.

www.mcmelectronics.com

PARTS, capacitors, thousands of items.

WWW.mouser.com

PARTS, tubes, surplus, military gear.

www.fairradio.com
Fax: 419-227-1313

Parts, parts, parts.

WWW.Mmeci.com

Grille cloth and more grille cloth

www.grillecloth.com

Parts, lots of ham stuff, etc.

www.rfparts.com

O-rings for dial belts, etc.

Cut glass for many applications
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Harbor Freight

2160 S. Sheridan Road
Tulsa, OK 74129
918-485-2628

Old Time Replications

Larry Bordonaro

5744 Tobias Avenue

Van Nuys, CA 91411

818-786-2500 Fax: 818-909-0241

Ed Schultz

5209 St. Richard Dr.
Shelby Twp., MI 48316
586-697-6153

West-Tech Services,
570 Hazelgreen Road
Smithville, WV 26178
304-349-2149

Vintage Electronics, Ed Crocket

128 Buccaneer Drive

Hattiesburg, MS 39402
601-264-4755 Fax: 601-264-0226

Retro-Tronics
21 Spaulding Lane
Groton, MA 01450

Keeping 45 Alive
William Bosco

1588 Miller Creek Road
Garberville, CA 95542
Phone: 707-923-3897

Gary Stork, VM Audio Enthusiasts
37530 E. Meadowhill

Northville, M1 48167

Phone: 248-478-0990

Tools, lots of tools, more tools

Repro knobs for many radios, escutcheons.

www.antiqueradioknobs.com

Plastic & rubber repro parts, knobs,.
buttons, feet, etc
www.renovatedradios.com

Plastic dial covers, phono cart rebuilds, styli.

WWW.west-techservices.com

Phono idlers, cartridges, needles, etc.

Also rebuilds idler wheelsphoned@aol.com
pphonoed@aol.com

Reproduction backs for radios.

www.RadioBacks.com, or Retro-Tronics.com

www.recordplayersplus.com

Record players, idlers, and rubber tires for
RCA 45 changers, phono carts, stylii
e-mail: williambosco@starband.net

Phono & Tape Service Parts,
Cartridges, adaptors, more
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ESRC1 Corp Vacuum Tubes, Capacitors, Tube sockets, 6424
Pinecastle Blvd., Suite B caps, fittings

Orlando, FL 32809 www.ESRCVACUUMTUBES.com

Phone: 407-826-5808

ANTIQUE RADIO, CURT LUTZ Rubber U-channel, schematics, technical data
1021 N. Hickory Place Tubes, Power Supplies, consultation and
Broken Arrow, OK 74012-1629 Restorations.

918-251-8282

Cell: 918-284-4331 OldeRadios@cs.com

Classifieds:

Ad Policy: Ads up to 100 words in length may be submitted by IARCHS Members and are free of charge. You
may request your ad run up to 3 issues, if you don't specify it will run one issue, you may resubmit your ad.
Submit your ads by mail or e-mail to the editor. Issue Deadlines: February 1, May 1, August 1, and November 1

FOR SALE: Hundreds of transistor radios —
- all kinds

Ted Scheidegger

1-262-786-5824

WANTED: GE F-135 Chassis
Dave Huseman
Email: dhfreefall@aol.com

WANTED: Dial escutcheon to fit the Firestone S7426-2 that | am restoring.
Dwight Baker

2626 NW 17" Street

Ankeny, IA 50023

Email: vtaudio@hotmail.com

515 965-0999 (before 9:00 pm)
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IARCHS Contacts & Commitment

President

Doug Spyrison

1295 Grove Ter

Dubuque, 1A 52001
dougspyrison@mchsi.com
563-588-2713

Vice President Open

Secretary /
Treasurer

Newsletter

Webpage

Tom Zenisek.

257 24th ST NW

Cedar Rapids, 1A 52405
tomjonzee@aol.com

Dwight Baker

2626 NW 17" St
Ankeny, 1A 50023
vtaudio@hotmail.com
515-965-0999

Dave Perkins

2608 C Reed Ave
Marshalltown, 1A 50158
Spam Whole@Yahoo.com

641-752-3417

IARCHS is an informal not for profit club
whose purpose statement (as given in the
club by-laws) is:

1)  To provide an organization for
collectors and historians of wireless, radio,
television and other similar items.

2)  To promote acquisition and
preservation of biographical, technical and
historical data, through the collecting of
radios, stories, photographs, literature and
other related items, particularly with respect
to the inventors and early radio pioneers of
lowa.

3)  Toeducate and enrich the public
knowledge about the historical and cultural
significance of radio by means of lectures,
discussions, publications, workshops,
displays and presentations.

4)  Toencourage and assist individuals in
their preservation and restoration of radio
and television related items to a condition
consistent with the original intent of their
manufacturer.

5)  To create and foster an interest in
radio history.

The IARCHS News newsletter is published
and distributed (more or less) quarterly to all
members of record and to similar clubs and
organizations at their request.
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